Apply For Filming

Foreign filmmakers are required to hire a local coordinator (company or individual) who is officially registered with the Thailand Film Office, Office of Tourism Development. Each coordinator must represent the foreign filmmaker for obtaining any necessary permits. They are also responsible for repressnting the film company in any matter arising both during and after the completion of shooting in Thailand. You can find a list of local coordinator in this guidebook (Production Services Section)

(http://www.thailandfilmoffice.org/index.php/en/production-services/coordinates)

Once you have chosen and hired a local coordinator, they will help you compile the necessary documents to present to the Thailand Film Office on your behalf.

When a permit is granted, a Monitoring Officer will be appointed by the Thailand Film Office who is sent form the concerned government agencies to monitor and give advice at the shooting locations. He/She will apply a signed sticker to all film/tape used, confirming its content has been officially monitored. Filming is not allowed, under any circumstances, without acknowledgement of the Monitoring Officer.

A shooting permit enables foreign filmmakers to shoot in Thailand, however separate permits are required for specific locations such as National Parks. Historical Parks. All arrangements should be made as far as possible in advance of shooting dates. 

There is no permit fee, service charge or cash guaranntee (bond) necessary to complete the application process. But the filmmaker is required to pay for a perdiem to Monitoring Officer of 2,000 Baht per day/person. 

Payment for the services of local coordinator is as agreed between the said coordinator and and the filmmaker. The Thailand Film Office has no involvement in this arrangement, including the setting of rates for services provided. 

Note: According to the Film Act B.E. 2551(2008), any foreign filmmaker wishing to shoot film including documentary, music video, commercial, TV program and docudrama in Thailand, has to apply for permission from Thailand Film Office. OTD. Failure to seek the permission will subject violators to punitive fines and prison terms as stated in the Act.
Production companies shooting TV commercials, Documentaries, Music Videos and TV programs should apply for permission at the One-Stop-Service Center where the process of application will be completed within 3 working days. For other types of productions e.g. Feature Films, Docudramas, TV dramas, Mini-Series and Reality Show, applications should be made at the Thailand Film Office at least 14 days (10 working days) in advance as script approval must be sought from the Film B

Applying at the One-Stop-Service Center

At the One-Stop-Service Center, you can obtain a shooting permit, permission to work, permission to film in National Parks (if needed), and permission to film in Historical Parks (if needed). The One-Stop Service application only applies to shoot lasting less than 15 calendar days, and it is not renewable.

Documents required (Original and 6 copies of each)

1.A letter made by the assigned local coordinator, informing the Director-General of the Office of Tourism Development of the purpose of applying for a shooting permit.

2.An assignment letter made by the foreign filmmaker, showing they have chosen and hired a local coordinator.

3.An application form.

4.Supporting documents needed for permit consideration:

- Storyboard for TV commercials

- Treatment for documentaries

- Theme (concept) and Lyrics for music videos

- Details of content and objectives of program presentation for TV programs.

5.A schedule of filming in Thailand specifying exact dates and locations. (for all types of productions)

6.Name list, passport numbers, positions and arrival dates of foreign film crews. 

Process for applying at the One-Stop-Service Center

1.Complete general application form (SOP 1) regarding:

- A shooting permit.

- Work permits.

- A permit from the Department of National Parks, Wildlife and Plant Conservation, if shooting on the Department of National Parks, Wildlife and Plant Conservation’s property.

- A permit from the Fine Arts Department, if shooting on the Fine Arts Department’s property.

2.Complete additional forms from the Department of National Parks, Wildlife and Plant Conservation or the Fine Arts Department (where applicable).

3.All documents will be subject to official check. If documents are not complete, they will be returned to your local coordinator and they can be resubmitted after corrections have been made. Once the documents are complete, the case will be registered and the process of consideration is started.

Note : When shooting is to take place in historical sites. Prior approval must be obtained from the Fine Arts Department before submission of an application for a shooting permit at the One-Stop-Service Center.

In case of change made, complete form SOP 2 for extension or reduction of schedule and cancellation or change of location. This form must be submitted at the One-Stop-Service Center at least 1 day before the shooting commences. （图一）

Application process for Feature Film, Docudrama, TV drama, Mini-Series and Reality Show

For big productions or productions with a shooting schedule of more than 15 days, It is strongly recommended to hire a local coordinator company as your local coordinator. Individuals can be hired for documentaries, TV programs and music videos only. 

Document required (original and 25 copies of each)

1.A letter made by the assigned local coordinator, informing the Director-General of the Office of Tourism Development of the purpose of applying for a shooting permit.

2.An assignment letter made by the foreign filmmaker, indicating the local coordinator that they have hired.

3.An application form.

4.Supporting documents needed for permit consideration:

- Synopsis

- A treatment

- Final script

5.A schedule of filming in Thailand informed period of filming and locations.

6.Name list, passport numbers, positions and arrival dates of foreign film crews.

After the completed documents are submitted to the Thailand Film Office. It will take at least 10 working days to grant a shooting permit as script approval must be sought from the Film Board.

In case where the script is not approved, the Film Board may ask the filmmakers to revise it.
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Visa

Foreigners entering Thailand are not permitted to work, regardless of their type of visa, unless they are granted a work permit. Those who intend to work in Thailand must hold the correct type of visa to be eligible to apply for a work permit. For some specific jobs, to work in Thailand for a period not exceeding 15 days, a tourist visa or a non-immigrant is acceptable, for more than 15 days only a non-immigrant visa will be accepted. To obtain any visas, please contact a Royal Thai Embassy or a Consulate in your country for advice and recommendation.
Work Permit

Work permits are required for foreign filmmakers for working more than 15 days. If less than 15 days, permission must be sought from the authorized office of the Department of Employment. Applications should be made at the Department of Employment. The local coordinator company may be able to submit the form on your behalf but power of attorney need to be granted. Please note that the crew needs to collect his/her work permit in person. To apply for work permit, a non-immigrant visa is needed. In other case a tourist visa is sufficient.

Applying for work permits

Documents Required

* In case of working not exceeding 15 days

1. “WP 11” form.

2. One photograph (5x6 cm) taken within the last 6 months.

3. A copy of the applicant’s passport.

4. A copy of the company registration certificate.

5. Letter of Permission for filming issued by the Thailand Film Office.

6. Power of attorney granted by the applicant with an affixed 10 Baht duty stamp and copy of the grantee’s ID card (in case where the applicant is not able to submit their application in person).

* In case of working more than 15 days

1. “WP 2” form

2. Three photographs (5x6 cm) taken within the last 6 months.

3. An Employment Certificate (using the Department of Employment’s Form) which needs to be signed with the company seal affixed.

4. A letter from the Office of Tourism Development showing the foreigners’ name, position, passport number and Registration number of coordinator license.

5. A copy of the applicant’s passport (each copy must be signed by the applicant).

6. Medical Certificate

7. Power of Attorney granted by the applicant together with an affixed 10 Baht duty stamp and a copy of the grantee’s ID card (in case where the applicant is not able to apply in person).

8. “WP 10” form for notification of commencement of work together with Power of Attorney granted from the employer with an affixed 10 Baht duty stamp and a copy of grantee’s ID card and employer’s ID card.

Permit Fees :

- Baht 750 for a permit valid for not more than 3 months

- Baht 1,500 for a permit valid for over 3 months but not exceeding six months

- Baht 3,000 for a permit valid for over 6 months but not more than 1 year

To extend or renew the permit, the same fees as described above will apply.

Note: Work permit in Thailand is approved by the Director-General of the Department of Employment.

For more information, please visit www.doe.go.th or contact Department of Employment

Tel : (662) 354 1762-6, (662) 245 2745

Fax : (662) 245 2533
Custom

Crews bringing in equipment for filming and goods under the auspices of the A.T.A. Carnet agreement for filming purpose or as sample before being re-exported are required to go through the Red Channel for customs clearance at the Passenger Control Division, Suvarnabhumi International Airport Customs Bureau, or at any other port of call designated by Regional Customs Bureau.

On the departure date, crews must present the A.T.A. Carnet documents, equipment for film production and goods for official inspection otherwise they won’t be able to be re-exported and customs duties and taxes will be levied.

Restricted goods

Restricted goods are goods restricted by laws to be exported or imported and therefore require a permit from related government agencies.

The following items require a permit from the government agency in order to lodge the Customs formalities:

· Firearms, ammunitions, explosive objects require a permit from Department of Provincial Administration, Ministry of Interior.

· Buddha images, artifacts and antiques require a permit from The Fine Arts Department, Ministry of Culture.

· Radio receivers and telecommunications equipment require a permit from Ministry of Information and Communication Technology.

· Plants and planting materials require a permit from Department of Agriculture, Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives.

· Live animals and animal products require a permit from Department of Livestock Development, Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives.

· Medicines and chemical products require a permit from The Food and Drugs Administration, Ministry of Public Health.

For further information on customs matters, please contact Customs Department at 66 2 134 1252 or any customs officers at the port of call.

Note: At present, Thailand is a member of the Istanbul B1 Convention, which allows certain types of disposable goods to be imported without tax on a condition that the amount must be restricted. For more information, please contact the Thai Board of Trade or our chamber of commerce in your country.
ATA Carnet

ata-carnetCrew bringing in equipments for film production and goods under the auspices of the A.T.A. Carnet agreement which are to be used for filming purpose or as sample and re-exported are required to inform the Customs officer at the red channel for Customs clearance at the Passenger Control Division, Suwannaphumi International Airport Customs Bureau or other place designated by Regional Customs Bureau for that area.

On the departure date crew must present the A.T.A. Carnet document , equipments for film production and goods for inspection; otherwise the equipments or goods will be considered as not having been re-exported and Customs duties and taxes will be levied.

Restricted goods are goods the import and export of which is restricted by law and therefore require a permit from the related government agencies.

The following items require a permit from the government agency in order to lodge the Customs formalities:

Firearms, ammunitions, explosive objects

The Department of Provincial Administrstion

Ministry of Interior

Buddha images, artifacts and antiques

The Fine Arts Department

Ministry of Culture

Radio transreceivers and telecommunications equipment

Ministry of Information and Communication Technology

Plants and planting materials

Department of Agriculture

Ministry of Agriculture and cooperatives

Live animals, and animal products

Department of Live Stock Development

Ministry of Agriculture and cooperatives

Medicines and chemical products

The Office of Food and Drugs Administration

Ministry of public Health

For further information on any Customs matter please contact Customs officers at any post or call 66 2 134 1252

The 58 countries restricted by A.T.A.Carnet are as follow:

Algeria
Andorra
Australia
Austria
Belgium

Bulgaria
Canada
China
Cote d’lvoire
Croatia

Cyprus
Czech Republic
Denmark
Estonia
Finland

France
Germany
Gibraltar
Greece
Hong Kong

Hungary
Iceland
India
Ireland
Israel

Italy
Japan
Korea (Rep.of)
Lebanon
Lithuania

Luxembourg
Macedonia
Malaysia
Malta
Mauritius

Morocco
Netherlands
New Zealand
Norway
Poland

Portugal
Romania
Russia
Senegal
Singapore

Slovakia
Slovenia
South Africa
Spain
Sri Lanka

Sweden
Switzerland
Thailand
Tunisia
Turkey

United Kingdom
United States
Yugoslavia
 

Tax

Thailand has been signing the Double Taxation Treaty with a number of countries. The Treaty is designed to prevent foreign filmmakers of member countries from being taxed twice in Thailand and again in their home country. In general, all income earned in Thailand is subject to a personal income tax ranging from 5 to 37 percent for an individual depending on his/her incomes; and 30 percent corporate income tax of the corporation net income. Foreign actors and actresses enjoy a privilege of 10 percent flat tax rate for their income earned here.

For further information on the Double Taxation Agreements and the Thai Revenue Code, please refer taxation authorities in your home country or the Revenue Department of Thailand atwww.rd.go.th or 66 2 272 8000
National Park

How to get permission to film in National Parks

Once application for filming in Thailand is approved by the Thailand Film Office. The Thailand Film Office will provide a cooperation letter to the Department of National Parks, Wildlife and Plant Conservation in order to get a specific permit to film in National Parks. The process time to get the specific permit depends on how application form is submitted. If your application is submitted to the One-Stop Service, a permit is approved within 3 days. Productions not applying at the One-Stop Service must be submitted at least 14 days before the shoot. Please see a name list of National Parks in www.dnp.go.th

Documents Required

Application forms under the regulation of the Department of National Parks, Wildlife and Plant Conservation must include schedule of filming, Name and Province of national park.

Synopsis

Story board/Final Script

Letter of Permission for filming issued by the Thailand Film Office.

Location Fee

For filming a feature film or a TV drama costs 5,000 Baht per day.

For filming a documentary, TV commercials, TV program or Music Video feature costs 4,000 Baht per day.

In case of set production in a national park area, a cash guarantee (bond) of 2,000,000 Baht is required.

Entrance Fee

Entrance fee for each person/vehicle depending on the regulations of each national park. These fees are only collected once during the period of filming.

Method of payment

The foreign producer or coordinator should pay location fee and entrance fee at the National Park Office where the filming takes place.

Filming regulations

Foreign production teams getting approval must inform the Head of the National Park at least one day before the filming commences.

If the location is to be changed, shooting is to be postponed or a shooting duration is to be extended, an application form must be submitted to the national park for further consideration.

Historical Park

How to get a permit to film in Historical Parks

Once the application for filming in Thailand is approved by the Thailand Film Office. The Thailand Film Office will provide an official cooperation letter to the Fine Arts Department in order to get a specific permit to film in Historical Parks. The process time depends on the submission of the application form. If your application is submitted to the One-Stop Service, the permit will be approved within 3 days. Applications which are not submitted to the One-Stop Service must be submitted at least 5 days before the shoot.

Documents Required

A copy of ID card and a copy of household registration of the local coordinator

A Thai translation of the final script

Details of background intended to be shot and actors’ costumes (for filming at historical sites)

Total number of actors and film crews, both Thai and foreign (for filming at historical sites)

Letter of Permission for filming issued by the Thailand Film Office

Filming Fee

For documentaries, commercials, and TV programs, the location fee is 5,000 Baht per day/place. In case where shooting is less than 5 hours in a single day, the location fee is 2,500 Baht. There is no service charge or cash guarantee (bond) required.

For feature films, TV dramas, the location fee is 10,000 Baht per day/place together with a cash guarantee or bank guarantee of 2,000,000 per subject.

Method of payment

The foreign producer or coordinator should pay location fee at the Historical Park to be used for filming.

For more information, please contact Office of the Archeology, Tel: 66 2282 3768 ext 323

